
In March of 1892, in a mixed race neighborhood called the Curve, 
near  Mississippi Blvd and Walker Avenue a white grocer named 
William Barrett found his business shrinking because of the success 
of grocery nearby run by three black men, Will Stewart, Tommie 
Moss, and Calvin McDowell.  Rumors and trumped up charges sent 
a large group of armed white men into the store. Gunshots were 
traded and several white men were injured. The three black grocers, 
all family men, were arrested and jailed. Three days later the down-
town jail was stormed and Stewart, Moss and McDowell were 
dragged out and taken to the nearby Chesapeake and Ohio rail 
yards. The three men fought back, but eventually McDowell was 
shot point blank by a shotgun. Will Stewart resisted until he was 
shot in the neck. Tommie Moss was asked if he had any �nal words. 
He said “Tell my people to go west. There  is no justice for them 
here.” He was shot and left with the others under a pile of brush.

More information: https://lynchingsitesmem.org/curve

We Gather Because...
Actual date of lynching
Meeting at Zion Cemetery, 10am
Gathering at 2nd Congregational, 11am
764 Walker Ave

Fellowship afterwards at 4 Way Grill
998 Mississippi Blvd

March 9, 10am

Public Interfaith Prayer Service
at lynching site,
end of Waterworks Ave.,
opposite 1018 N. Second St.

*Rain or shine, events will continue.
Maps on back.

March 12, 3pm

Vintage photo of Peoples Grocery
“In the Hands of the Mob.”
Illustration of the lynching from 
the Memphis Appeal Avalanche, 
March 10, 1892

(L) Ida B. Wells, Maurine Moss, Mrs. Betty Moss, 
(seated, widow of Tom Moss), Tom Moss, Jr 
(born after the lynching which dates this picture 
at about 1893). Courtesy Univ. of Chicago.

The Lynching Sites Project of Memphis invites you to 
Join us to commemorate the 

125th Anniversary of the
Peoples Grocery Lynching




