
S U P P L E M E N T TO T H E CRISIS, J U L Y , 1917, VOL. 14, NO. 3 

MEMPHIS 
May 22, A . D., 1917 

A n account taken solely from the Memphis white daily papers, save that 
we have added explanatory headings. 

T H E C R I M E . 
The b r u t a l c r ime of the ou t rage a n d m u r ­

der of A n t o i n e t t e R a p p a l by E l l Persons , 
occur red e a r l y M o n d a y m o r n i n g , A p r i l 30. 

T h e N e g r o E l l Persons worked a plot of 
g r o u n d on the M a c o n roadside, 300 ya rds 
f r o m the scene of the murder . H e ad­
mi t ted he had watched the l i t t l e g i r l r ide 
by m o r n i n g af ter morning.— : Herald, M a y 22. 

T H E A R R E S T . 
H e was twice a r res ted on suspic ion and 

twice released by Sher i f f Ta te . H e was f irs t 
a r res ted T h u r s d a y f o l l o w i n g his c r ime, 
then aga in F r i d a y . 

The day f o l l o w i n g his second release he 
was seized by W . H . W i l f o n g , uncle of the 
g i r l , turned over to J o h n S a i l o r s and held at 
B i n g h a m t o n . — T h e Press, M a y 22. 

S W O R N T E S T I M O N Y O F T H E SUPER­
STITIONS O F W. H . W I L F O N G . 

T h i s is to ce r t i fy tha t G . H a n s e n , the 
psychologis t at 1120 J a c k s o n avenue, M e m ­
phis , Tenn . , came to me on S a t u r d a y morn­
i n g , the fifth (5th) day of M a y , 1917, w i t h 
M r . J acob i , the constable, i n search for the 
murde re r of An to ine t t e R a p p e l . M r . Hansen 
described the scene of the c r ime, also a l i t t l e 
l o g cab in , where he sa id the g u i l t y one could 
be found , and also gave a thorough descr ip­
t ion of h i m , also his wi fe , before he ever saw 
them, and insis ted that we go there, wh ich 
we d i d . — A d v e r t i s e m e n t in Herald, June 3. 

T H I R D D E G R E E A N D " A L O N G SIEGE 
O F B E A T I N G . " 

H e was turned over to the county j a i l e r 
S a t u r d a y . H i s f r e sh ly washed pants and 
shoes were found on the premises of his 
home. 

These facts were l a id before Sher i f f Ta te , 
a n d then fol lowed the d r ama t i c enactment 
o f t h i r d degree tact ics to force a confession 
f r o m the s layer . 

A f t e r a long siege of beat ing , the officers 
t r i e d s t ra tegy . 

"There ' s blood on your shoes!" shouted 
C i t y Detect ive H o y l e . 

T h e N e g r o broke down and confessed.— 
Press, M a y 22. 

D E T E N T I O N . 
O n T u e s d a y m o r n i n g , M a y 8, he was 

rushed to N a s h v i l l e by D e p u t y Sher i f f M . 
W . P a l m e r and Detect ives B r u n n e r and 
H o y l e , landed i n the state pen i t en t i a ry , and 
then t r a n s f e r r e d to the N a s h v i l l e j a i l for 
sa fekeeping . S ince then the avengers have 
been s t i r r i n g up th ings , and one n i g h t the 
She r i f f of D a v i d s o n Coun ty , Joe W r i g h t , 
h a d to move h i m to Spr ing f i e ld on the repor t 
t ha t a mob was coming to the cap i ta l af ter 
him.—Herald, M a y 22. 

T H E L Y N C H E R S . 
E v e r y p repa ra t ion , w i t h the exception of 

the presence of the pr i soner , was made yes­
te rday fo r the t r i a l F r i d a y in the first d i ­
v i s ion , of the c r i m i n a l cour t of E l l Persons 
fo r the murde r of An to ine t t e R a p p a l . 

W h i l e the cour t was assembl ing its ma­
chinery , men who had come in automobiles 
stood outside v o w i n g vengeance of mob vio­
lence for the cr ime wh ich has exci ted a whole 
people, and w i t h a bi t terness born of wa i t ­
i n g and disappointment . 

L a w y e r s , each pro tes t ing tha t for one 
reason or another he was disqual if ied, were 
appointed by Judge P u r y e a r to defend the 
N e g r o . The date, t ime of the t r i a l , was 
fixed for F r i d a y m o r n i n g at 10 o 'clock.— 
Commiercial-AppeaI, M a y 22. 

T h a t the mob, w h i c h seems to be under 
the supreme leadership of one man who is 
unknown to the forces of the l aw, is deter­
mined to lynch the N e g r o is evident. I t is 
sa id tha t i t has established a systematic 
o rgan iza t ion , and the fact that a l l members 
can be communicated w i t h in less than 20 
minutes ' t ime, tends to bear out this state­
ment. I t is even rumored tha t they have 
elected a t reasurer and assessed members 
for funds necessary to pay expenses of men 
who have been sent to N a s h v i l l e to keep 
constant watch on the Davidson county j a i l . 
—Commercial-Appeal, M a y 22. 

P r a c t i c a l l y every passenger t r a in en te r ing 
Shelby Coun ty f rom the nor th and east, i t is 
sa id , was stopped and searched M o n d a y 
m o r n i n g by armed mobs bent upon finding 
E l l Persons.—Herald, M a y 22. 

A N a s h v i l l e te legram says that Depu ty 
Sheriffs R . B . W i l r o y and G . E . Thomas 
took the N e g r o E l l Persons f rom the D a v i d ­
son Coun ty j a i l at o'clock M o n d a y m o r n ­
i n g to b r i n g h i m to M e m p h i s . 

T h e y put h i m on a L o u i s v i l l e & N a s h v i l l e 
t r a i n g o i n g south, c a r r y i n g h im into A l a ­
bama, thence back up the F r i s c o toward 
H o l l y S p r i n g s . — M e m p h i s Herald, M a y 22, 
A . M . 

A specia l to the Herald f rom Pot ts C a m p , 
M i s s . , th i r teen miles southeast of H o l l y 
S p r i n g s , s tated that the two deputy sheriffs 
in charge of E l l Persons seemed to be sur­
prised when the fast F r i s c o t r a i n stopped 
at a coal chute about a mi le f rom Pot ts 
C a m p , and about twenty-five men—par t of 
the Shelby avengers—cl imbed on and took 
E l l Persons f rom them. One repor t is that 
they were slow to g ive h i m up, but finally 
did so .—Memphis Morning Herald, M a y 22. 

PUBLIC A N N O U N C E M E N T O F T H E C O M ­
ING L Y N C H I N G . 

The avengers passed th rough Cap lev i l l e 
j u s t before 3 o'clock this m o r n i n g w i t h E l l 
Persons, en route to the M a c o n road br idge. 

H e w i l l be burned at the stake by day-
I 
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l i g h t . — M e m p h i s Morning Herald, M a y 22. 
C i t y fo lk who read i n the m o r n i n g paper 

that the mob was assembled at the W o l f 
R i v e r b r idge , flocked to the scene by the 
hundreds i n automobiles . Before 7 o'clock 
the c rowd was grea ter t han i t had been at 
midn igh t .—Commerc ia l -Appea l , M a y 23. 

P r o f . E . E . S m i t h of C e n t r a l H i g h School 
asserted he was shocked the m o r n i n g of the 
l y n c h i n g to find f i f ty boys absent. L a t e r he 
was in fo rmed the boys, w i t h the i r fa thers or 
re la t ives , had gone to witness the l y n c h i n g 
scene.—Herald, M a y 27. 

Scores of parents sent notes to school by 
the i r ch i ld ren yesterday a s k i n g tha t they 
be excused so tha t they m i g h t wi tness the 
l y n c h i n g of E l l Persons, s layer of An to ine t t e 
R a p p a l . T h i s i n f o r m a t i o n came to the of­
fice of the board of educat ion to-day. 

The ch i ld ren were not excused. 
C o u n t y schools were dismissed ea r ly on 

account of examina t ions and hundreds of 
the pupi l s h u r r i e d to the scene of the l y n c h ­
i n g . — M e m p h i s Press, M a y 23. 

T H E O R G A N I Z E D M O B . 
N e w s of the capture was flashed by tele­

phone and te legraph to the s u r r o u n d i n g 
towns and count ry . W h e r e v e r the news was 
received a rmed men c l imbed into automo­
biles and s tar ted t o w a r d a rendezvous ap­
pa ren t l y known to a l l . — C o m m e r c i a l - A p ­
peal, M a y 22. 

The mob that burned E l l Person was won­
de r fu l l y o rgan ized . Members were i n touch 
w i t h N a s h v i l l e and a l l s u r r o u n d i n g counties 
and towns. 

Leaders were designated by number.— 
M e m p h i s Press, M a y 22 ( P . M . ) . 

It is sa id this is the first t ime in the rec­
ord of l y n c h i n g tha t the mob lynched i n the 
broad day l igh t , d id not seek to hide the i r 
iden t i ty or wea r masks.—News Scimitar, 
M a y 22. 

"Traff ic officers" and "po l i cemen" to 
m a i n t a i n " o r d e r " at the place selected fo r 
the execution of E l l Persons by Judge L y n c h 
were among the detai ls wh ich went to show 
that the c rowd of avengers was thoroughly 
organ ized by the " i n v i s i b l e gove rnmen t " 
which has had this case in c h a r g e . — M e m ­
phis News Scimitar, P . M . , M a y 22. 

P R E P A R A T I O N . 
It was l ike a ho l iday on the M a c o n road 

this m o r n i n g . Hundreds of men and some 
women, too, had spent the n igh t at the 
br idge over wh ich An to ine t t e R a p p a l rode 
on her b icycle j u s t before her murder . B u t 
most of the watchers had gone home and 
s tar ted to r e tu rn ea r ly this m o r n i n g . F r o m 
every d i rec t ion they came, many wi thou t 
breakfas t . M e n and women, some of them 
wi th thei r ch i ld ren , gathered by hundreds. 

A t 8 o'clock there were 3,000 persons ga th­
ered a round w i t h end of the br idge and the 
Macon road in every d i rec t ion was black 
w i t h those who came in autos and those 
who t r amped on foot. 

F o r a mi le and a h a l f up the road the 
autos were packed in an endless s t r i n g by 9 
o'clock. Those on foot s t rugg led in and out 

of the car . M o t h e r s c a r r y i n g c h i l d r e n s t ag ­
gered f r o m exhaus t ion as the w o r d spread 
tha t the posse b r i n g i n g P e r s o n h a d a lmost 
reached the b r idge . A n old m a n on crutches 
hobbled and bemoaned the fate tha t m i g h t 
keep h i m f r o m a r r i v i n g i n t i m e . — M e m p h i s 
Press, M a y 22 ( P . M . ) . 

Conspicuous a m o n g the mob were severa l 
venders of sandwiches a n d c h e w i n g gum. 
T h e i r sales were e n o r m o u s . — M e m p h i s News 
Scimitar, P . M . , M a y 22. 

A t 9 o'clock M r s . W o o d a r r i v e d i n an 
auto, w h i c h ha l ted on the levee i n f ron t of 
the c rowd . A l m o s t a t the same t ime another 
auto, in w h i c h the N e g r o was seated, ap­
peared on the b r idge . 

The mas ter of ceremonies ra i sed his 
hands to command si lence, and announced 
that the mothe r of the m u r d e r e d g i r l de­
s i red to make a statement. The c rowd 
surged closer to ca tch her words , wh ich 
proved to be audib le f o r a d is tance of about 
50 feet. 

" I w a n t to t hank a l l m y f r i ends who have 
worked so h a r d i n m y beha l f , " she said. 
" L e t the N e g r o suffer as m y l i t t l e g i r l suf­
fered, on ly 10 t imes worse . " 

" W e ' l l b u r n h i m , " the c r o w d ye l led . 
" Y e s , b u r n h i m on the spot where he 

k i l l ed m y l i t t l e g i r l , " she sa id . 
The c rowd yel led at th is , bu t the leader 

exp la ined tha t the commit tee had decided 
to execute Persons i n a c leared space on the 
opposite side of the levee, where more peo­
ple could see. M r s . W o o d assented.—Com­
mercial-Appeal, M a y 23. 

The mob went w i l d as the N e g r o , heav i ly 
shackled, was l i f ted f r o m the ca r and walked 
into the field where a place had been cleared 
for his execut ion.—Press , M a y 23. 

T H E "CONFESSION." 
Then came word tha t the N e g r o wanted 

to make a confession and the c r o w d surged 
a w a y f rom the tree w i t h the rope and back 
to the road. A r o u n d an auto on the west 
end of the b r idge stood dozens of men wi th 
rifles and shotguns. 

The c r o w d surged a r o u n d and fought for 
a v i ew of the v i c t i m . M a r s h a l S a i l o r of 
B i n g h a m t o n pleaded w i t h the c r o w d to be 
o rde r ly . S a i l o r , k n o w i n g the de te rmina t ion 
of the mob, d id his best to prevent any dis­
order and succeeded i n d o i n g so. 

S a i l o r stood up i n the ca r and beside h i m 
stood the N e g r o . T h e m u r d e r e r was ca lm, 
but his eyes ro l l ed wh i t e , fo r the crowd 
screamed when i t saw h i m . 

Leader s t r i e d to get s i lence, and finally 
they succeeded. 

" P e r s o n has a s ta tement to m a k e , " shout­
ed S a i l o r . B u t the N e g r o could not speak 
and the m a r s h a l spoke fo r h im.—Press , 
M a y 22. 

T H E BURNING. 
" B u r n h i m , " screamed a w o m a n . " A n d 

burn h i m s low , " shouted another one. The 
c rowd cheered.—Press, M a y 22. 

On one side was the road , 10 feet above 
the hol low into w h i c h the N e g r o was 
dragged and chained to a log . On the other 
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three sides was a forest , the trees black 
w i t h the figures of men who had c l imbed 
in to them f o r better v iews.—Press , M a y 22, 
P . M . 

T e n ga l lons of gasol ine was then poured 
over his c l o t h i n g and a ma tch appl ied . 
W h i l e the fire, s t a r t i n g at his feet, crept 
s l o w l y t o w a r d h i s face a 10-year-old N e g r o 
boy was placed on the other end of the log. 

" T a k e a good look, boy," someone told 
h i m . " W e w a n t you to remember this the 
longest day you l ive . T h i s is wha t happens 
to n iggers who molest wh i t e women ." 

A l t h o u g h he w r i t h e d i n agony Persons 
made no ou tc ry . W h i l e the flames were at 
t he i r he igh t severa l hundred members of the 
mob crowded about, fighting for bits of his 
c l o t h i n g and the rope. T w o men cut off his 
ears and ca r r i ed them a w a y as souvenirs .— 
M e m p h i s News Scimitar, P . M . , M a y 22. 

They fought and screamed and crowded to 
get a g l impse of h i m and the mob closed in 
and s t rugg led a round the fire as the flames 
flared h i g h and the smoke ro l led over the i r 
heads. 

T w o of them hacked off his ears as he 
b u r n e d ; another t r i ed to cut off a toe, but 
they stopped h i m . 

T h e y crowded i n and crowded out, so that 
a l l m i g h t see the b u r n i n g body. A n d they 
were s t i l l s u r g i n g a round i t when the flesh 
had been burned f r o m the bones and the 
wi the red f rame of wha t was once a human 
be ing l a y c r a c k l i n g i n the flames.—Memphis 
Press, P . M . , M a y 22. 

Persons went to his death terr i f ied be­
yond the power of expression- H i s a n i m a l 
eyes rol led and shif ted unceas ingly , and he 
f requent ly moistened his parched l ips , 
t h rough w h i c h speech was scarcely audible, 
but he d id not flinch when led to the funera l 
py re nor c r y out when the oil flames surged 
over his body. 

H i s death was a lmost instantaneous. 
The N e g r o d r a n k deep of the first sheet of 
flame and smoke, and re laxed upon h i s he l l ­
ish couch. W h e n the body had been burned 
sufficient to sa t i s fy the lus t of the execut ion­
ers, one man i n the c rowd cut out the 
N e g r o ' s heart , two others cut off his ears, 
wh i l e another hacked off his head.—Commer­
cial-Appeal, M a y 23. 

The flames and smoke .shot h i g h in the 
a i r , and the f renzied men cheered as the i r 
v i c t i m w r i t h e d in agony and then was s t i l led 
in death. 

T h e c rowd looked on g r i m l y . M a n y c i ty 
women paled t h rough the pa in t on the i r 
cheeks, and not a few others were sickened 
by the ghas t l y s igh t .—Commerc ia l -Appeal , 
M a y 23. 

A woman near me screamed not to use 
gasol ine, " H e ' l l bu rn too fas t ; he ' l l bu rn 
too fas t , " she c r ied , over and over aga in , 
and others took up the shout .—Press , M a y 
22, P . M . 

SOUVENIRS. 
T w o men dar ted in a n d with knives 

s lashed the N e g r o ' s ears f rom his head. 
Othe r men fought the crowd back to keep it 
f r om f o l l o w i n g the i r example . 

The b r i g h t flames caused by the gasoline 

gave w a y to dense smoke when the flames 
a t tacked the mois t wood and the body of the 
v i c t i m . Despi te the smoke and the s icken­
i n g smel l of the b u r n i n g flesh the thousands 
s t i l l s t rugg led to get a gl impse. M e n held 
other men on thei r shoulders. W o m e n 
helped hold each other up. 

T h e N e g r o lay in the flames in the center, 
his a rms crossed on his chest. I f he spoke, 
no one ever heard h im above the shouts of 
the c rowd . H e died qu ick ly , though 15 m i n ­
utes la te r exci table persons s t i l l shouted 
tha t he l ived when they saw the char red 
remains move as does meat in a hot f r y i n g 
pan. ;—Press, M a y 22. 

Three men, p resumably members of the 
mob wh ich lynched E l i Persons, drove up in 
an automobile shor t ly before 1 o'clock 
Tuesday at R a y b u r n boulevard and Beale 
avenue and stopped before a c rowd o f N e ­
groes. 

" T a k e this w i t h our compl iments ," one of 
the auto's occupants addressed the group of 
Negroes , and i n the i r mids t fel l Persons ' 
head and one of his feet. 

The body had been dismembered at the 
scene of the lynch ing . Persons ' head was 
taken down f rom the post near the br idge 
on wh ich i t had been placed shor t ly after the 
l ynch ing . The men who brought i t to town 
h u r r i e d l y drove off af ter d ropp ing the i r 
grewsome burden. 

Persons ' head had been shorn of its ears 
and a por t ion of its nose. I t was taken i n 
charge by county au thor i t i e s .—Memphis 
News Scimitar, M a y 22 ( P . M . ) . 

Women w i t h ch i ld ren i n thei r a rms s tam­
peded wi th several hundred men i n the rush 
for souvenirs . B i t s of Persons ' c lo th ing 
were snatched f rom his b u r n i n g body and 
the huge rope w i t h wh ich he was first se­
cured was cut into shreds .—Memphis News 
Scimitar, P . M . , M a y 22. 

A F T E R T H E BURNING. 
" T h e y burned him too qu ick ; they burned 

h i m too qu ick ," was the compla in t on a l l 
sides. The un iversa l sent iment seemed to 
be tha t too much gasoline had been used. 

W h e n the fire had almost died down and 
no s t re tch of the imag ina t ion could have 
p ic tured the char red mass in the mids t as 
the remains of a human being, men and 
p a r t i c u l a r l y women s t i l l s t rugg led to get 
near fo r a g l impse. 

Thousands left. They wa lked and twis t ­
ed and scrambled in and out among perhaps 
3,000 machines that were pa rked so close 
that d r ive r s could not move them in some 
cases fo r hours . 

A n d a l l the way to M e m p h i s those who 
were l eav ing passed the crowds wh ich were 
ju s t coming. 

These bemoaned the fact that they were 
too late, but seized on every l i t t l e cloud of 
smoke they saw as an indica t ion that the 
fire was s t i l l b u r n i n g , tha t some por t ion of 
the spectacle m i g h t s t i l l be left for them. 
—Press, M a y 22. 

" A N e g r o automobile d r i v e r named B u r t 
I n g r a m , close to the pyre , unbalanced by 
the excitement, caught up an A m e r i c a n flag, 
and, w a v i n g i t above his head, shouted: 
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" W e ' r e a l l t h r o u g h here, boys. L e t ' s 
j o i n the G e r m a n s . " 

" H e tore the flag to shreds and was i m ­
media te ly grabbed by a c rowd of wh i t e men 
who a t tempted to r u s h h i m to the d y i n g 
blaze, where Pe r sons ' skeleton s t i l l h u n g . 
F i v e pol icemen rescued h i m . H e w i l l be 
t u rned over to the F e d e r a l au tho r i t i e s . "— 
M e m p h i s Herald, quo t ing St. L o u i s Times, 
M a y 24. 

T H E M A J E S T Y OF T H E L A W . 
Gov. T. C . R y e — W e r e you not f u l l y and 

d u l y i n fo rmed of a l l the facts i n the E l l 
Persons out rage and hor r ib le murde r of l i t ­
t le An to ine t t e R a p p e l ? 

Is i t not a fac t t ha t you were asked to 
send soldiers to M e m p h i s to protect E l l P e r ­
sons so he could get a f a i r t r i a l ? 

D i d not A t t o r n e y - G e n e r a l H u n t e r W i l s o n 
ask you for two companies of soldiers i n the 
t r i a l ? 

D i d not the two judges of the c r i m i n a l 
courts , D a v i d B . P u r y e a r and T . W . H a r s h , 
fu l l y represent to you the state of h i g h 
fee l ing here, the mob prospect , and ask you 
for soldiers to protect? 

D i d not M a y o r A s h c r o f t do p r a c t i c a l l y 
the same? 

In a l l these t e r r i b l y menac ing condit ions, 
w i t h these requests, these facts , the volume 
of newspaper publ ica t ions , too, w h y d id you 
not act to save M e m p h i s and Shelby Coun ty 
f rom wha t happened and wha t the l a w offi­
c ia ls told you was prospect ive?—Herald , 
M a y 27. 

E v e r y b o d y knows that M e m p h i s was ter­
ror ized and i n t i m i d a t e d by the avengers fo r 
days and n ights preceding the final appre­
hension of E l l Persons in another state, and 
his r e tu rn here to be burned at the stake. 

The l a w was as powerless as i f i t had not 
existed. N o t a l aw officer went to the f ron t 
in the face of the s i tua t ion to check i t—not 
one.—Daily Herald, M a y 25. 

A request for troops to protect E l l Pe r son , 
N e g r o ax fiend, f rom a mob which had seized 
h i m at Po t t s C a m p , was wi red las t n igh t to 
Gov. B i l b o by the sheriff of M a r s h a l l 
Coun ty . 

Gov. B i l b o w i r ed the sheriff to organize a 
c i t izens ' posse, as the state troops were in 
the F e d e r a l service, and not under his con­
t r o l . — M e m p h i s Press, M a y 22, P . M . 

A F T E R T H O U G H T . 
" W e , c le rgymen of the C i t y of M e m p h i s , 

met in solemn assembly, do hereby resolve 
that we, as c le rgymen and ci t izens, confess 
our dere l ic t ion of du ty in not h a v i n g wa rned 
an inflamed publ ic opin ion aga ins t mob v io ­
lence, when it was apparen t to every reader 
of newspapers tha t p repara t ions had been 
made for l y n c h i n g the brute who had corn-
mi t ted an unspeakable c r ime ."—Press , M a y 
24. 

W e burned a N e g r o at the stake yester­
day. 

L e t us underscore the w o r d "WE." 
So i f we are proud of i t , let us be p roud 

of i t together. 
If we are ashamed of i t , let us be ashamed 

of i t together. 

Le t ' s not be c o w a r d l y enough to p u t i t off 
onto someone else, c l a i m i n g t ha t we were a t 
home a t t end ing to business. 

I t w o u l d be as senseless to p u t a l l the 
b lame on the m a n who made the b r ims tone 
for the m a t c h tha t i g n i t e d the f u n e r a l p y r e 
as i t w o u l d to pu t i t a l l upon the men who 
p a r t i c i p a t e d i n the l y n c h i n g i tse l f . 

P u b l i c op in ion burned E l l Person—the 
s take yes terday. 

P u b l i c op in ion b u r n e d E l l Pe rson—the 
m i n i s t e r of the gospel , the l a w y e r , the doc­
tor , the newspaper edi tor , the m a n who t a lk s 
to others on the street corner or the street 
car—he shared i n i t , t h a t is he d i d unless 
he protes ted a n d there were f ew protests . 
T h e m a j o r i t y approved . T h e m i n o r i t y kept 
s i lent , a n d si lence gives consent. 

A n d so, to-day, when the reac t ion has 
come and we shudder a t the s to ry of the man 
who cu t out the hea r t of the ha l f - roas ted 
fiend, of the men who severed his head and 
sped to t own to t h r o w i t into the street, let 
us stop and see w h a t p a r t we p l ayed i n i t . 

A n d i f we find tha t we don' t approve of 
i t then let 's s t a r t c r e a t i n g a pub l i c op in ion 
tha t w i l l upho ld the majes ty of the l a w . 

L e t us resolve tha t we w i l l pu t in to office 
on ly men who rea l ize the r e spons ib i l i t y they 
are a s suming . 

L e t us resolve tha t when we are ca l led 
upon to s i t on a j u r y we w o n ' t s h i r k our 
du ty and let chronic j u r o r s b r i n g i n a ver­
dict tha t causes the pub l i c to have on ly con­
tempt for the law. 

M a n y a l y n c h i n g has been bred i n the 
courthouse. 

Le t ' s rea l ize that as c i t izens who m a y 
w a n t society 's protec t ion we are members of 
tha t society and must make i t s t rong . 

It cannot be weak fo r others and s t rong 
for us. 

I t w i l l be as s t rong or as weak as W E 
make i t . 

E d i t o r i a l in the M e m p h i s Press, M a y 23. 

C O L O R E D M E N L Y N C H E D B Y Y E A R S 
1885-1916. 

1885 78 
1886 71 
1887 80 
1888 95 
1889 95 
1890 90 
1891 121 
1893 155 
1893 154 
1894 134 
1895 112 
1896 80 
1,897 122 
1898 102 
1899 84 
1900 107 
1901 107 

1902 86 
1903 86 
1904 83 
1905 61 
1906 64 
1907 60 
1908 93 
1909 73 
1910 65 
1911 63 
1912 63 
1913 79 
1914 69 
1915 80 
1916 55 

T o t a l . .2,867 
What are we going to do about this rec­

ord? The civilization of America is at 
slake. The sincerity of Christianity is chal­
lenged. 

Interested persons may write to Roy 
Nash, Secretary, 70 Fifth Avenue, New 
York City. 
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